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A host of friends have contributed to this record: practically every living person
whose name appears in the text. Help has been especially received from Mr. Edward
Allen, Mrs. Milo Wilcox, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Abbe—all noted historians in their own
right; town officials, including Town Manager C. Samuel Kissinger, Town Clerk Philip
Clarkin, and Town Planner Paul Fox; Mr. John Roddy and Mr. Richard Berozsky, who
with Mr. Fox provided or produced photographs; Messrs. Kalk and Johnston of the
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Entield Library; Mr. Dexter Burnham of the Enfield Press; Mr. Walter Wieler and Mr.
John Blomquist, now or formerly of Bigelow-Sanford (with Mr. Roddy); Mr. Herman
Billings, Mr. Albert Merrill, Mr. C. Rockwell Bridge, Mr. R. Dudley Bridge; the Chester
Brainards, Senior and Junior; Mr. George Russell of Connecticut Light & Power Com.-
pany: Mr. Marcel St. Sauveur of the Chamber of Commerce and Mr. Realtus McCuin of
Southern New England Telephone Company. DeBell & Richardson, Inc., kindly fur.
nished secretavial time. The final draft was prepared by my former business associate,
Mrs. Mavis Hartung.

Readers will confer a favor by calling attention to the inevitable errors and omis.
sions, that these may not be perpetuated.

Finally, the trust of Miss Ruth Bridge in commissioning this effort is appreciated.

John M. DeBej
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Many thanks are extended to all persons who assisted the writer in the lengthy and
difficult research work that made this article possible—especially to Miss Ruth Bridge of
Somers for her guidance; to the staff of the Enfield Central Library, especially to James
G. Johnston, assistant director, and Mrs. Alice Wilkerson, reference assistant; to Chair-
man Robert B. Watton and secretary Anthony Porto, both of the Enfield Veterans
Council; to Dexter S. Burnham, managing editor of the Enfield Press for his kind
assistance and cooperation; to Charles Gatto, former director of Enfield Veterans'
Services; to William G. Thompson and Mrs. James Brigada for research on World War I
to all post commanders and members of various town Veterans' Posts, who also assisted
In many ways.

All information included in the chapter is based on careful research. The
writer apologizes for any possible inaccuracies that may have resulted inadvertently from
the preparation of this text.

Joseph A. Rarus
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